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Monday, March 27, 2000 
A New sletter for the 
GRANDVALLEY 
ST ATE UN I VE R S I TY 
Communit 
Volume 24, Number 32 
GVSU Honors White House Reporter Helen Thomas 
Helen Thomas, a veteran of the 
Washington Press Corps since 1943, 
will receive 
an hon-
orary 
docto rate 
degree 
from 
Grand 
Valley on 
Thursday, 
March 30. 
Thomas 
will be 
honored 
Across Campus 
Professors Honored 
At Women's Festival 
Sociology Professor Mary deYoung 
was named this year's recipient of the 
Barbara Jordan Award from Women 
and Gender Studies during the 
Women's Festival awards ceremony 
on March 21. 
deYoung is the author of three 
books and numerous scholarly articles 
on the topics of child victimization 
and sexual abuse. She has been a 
faculty member at GVSU since 1985. 
She holds a doctor of arts degree in 
Criminology and Psychology and a 
Ph.D. in Sociology. She is a founding 
member of the Children 's Law Center 
in Grand Rapids and the Western 
Michigan Task Force on Misconduct 
in Counseling Relationships. 
The Barbara Jordan Award, named 
for the late Texas Congresswoman, is 
given to a person who has 
made lasting and 
profound contributions 
by the School of Communications in a 
convocation scheduled for 11:45 a .m. in 
the Cook-DeWitt Center. 
"Helen Thomas is among the world's 
leading journalists," says Alex 
Nesterenko, directo r of the School of 
Communications. "Her contributions 
over the past 40 years to the field of 
journalism and to the American con-
science are indeed significant, and have 
earned her the title 'Dean of White 
House Correspondents.' She embodies 
the best that journalism has to offer, 
and she serves as an inspirational role 
model for young journalists." 
Georgianna Klein, le.ft, and Mary deYoung, 
right, winners of this year's Maxine Swanson 
and Barbara Jordan awards, respectively. 
in the areas of women's learning, 
scholarship, and leadership. 
The Maxine Swanson Award was 
given to Professor of Mathematics 
Georgianna Kle in for advocacy on 
behalf of women on campus. 
Public Safety Issues Severe 
Weather Procedures 
The Department of Public Safety 
Se rvices has issued the following 
Thomas was born and raised in 
Detroit, where she attended p ublic 
schools and earned a degree from 
Wayne State University . Her first job 
after college was with the now-defunct 
Washington Daily News. She joined 
United Press International in 1943, and 
has been a member of the Washington 
Press Corps ever since. 
She was the first woman officer of 
the National Press Club, and later 
became the first woman officer and the 
first woman president of the White 
House Correspondents Associatio n. 
precautiona1y procedures in the event 
of severe weather. 
A tornado or severe thundersto rm 
watch means that sto rms may produce 
large hail and/ or damaging winds. All 
severe thundersto rms are potential 
to rnado producers, but a severe 
thunderstorm watch does not mean tl1at 
a to rnado is imminent. 
A tornado or severe thundersto rm 
warning means that a tornado o r 
thunderstorm is imminent or has 
actually been sighted . 
The campus community will be 
notified of a warning when the tornado 
siren located west of me Fie ldhouse 
sounds, as well as by a Public Safety 
Services officer who will drive through 
the unive rsity campus advising those 
who are walking o r driving to seek 
cover. 
A safety contact person has been 
designated for each building (see list 
below) and they will be contacted in 
the event of a watch or a warning and 
continued on page 2 
The GVSU Forum is 
published by the Office of 
University Communications 
every Monday when classes are 
in session and biweekly during 
the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send 
publication items to Kathleen 
Adams, editor, c/o the FORUM 
cc:Mail box. From off campus, 
email fo rum@gvsu.edu. 
Te lephone: 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM 
ONLINE on the World Wide Web 
at: www.gvsu.edu/ 
Faculty and staff members 
can find an online "Sketches" 
submission form on the Web Site . 
Across Campus 
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in turn will direct all those in the building to 
move to an assigned safe area. Building 
occupants should move away from all 
windows or glass-enclosed areas immediately. 
The safest area is the center of the building 
as close to the basement or ground floor as 
possible. When the warning is terminated, 
everyone on campus will be notified and 
normal university activities will resume. 
Designated building contact people: 
Pam Biller, Dean's Office, PAD, x2261, or 
Pat Haynes, x2261 
Tonya Cnossen, Water Resources Institute, 
PAD, x3090, or Renee Kemp, x3854 
Connie Ingham, PAD, x2470 
Marlene Cook, Library, JHZ, x2621, or Carol 
Modderman, x3252 
Marie Noe, Administration, JHZ, x2180, or 
Teri Losey, x2180 
MaryAnn Krause or Michael Harrald , 
Children's Center, 895-4146 
Richard Anderson , ARAMARK, COM, x3399, 
or Jim McMahon, x3319 
Mike Stodola, FH, x3313, Marc Scharphorn, 
x3011 , or Linda Ehrmann, x3313 
LeaAnn Tibbe, Student Life, KC, x2345, or 
Michelle Golightly, x2345 
Lori Deiters, CDC, x2350 
Diane Breeman, Computer Science, MAK, 
x2060, or Laurie VanOsterhout, x2059 
Joy Seeley, Academic Computing, MAN, 
x2147, or Liz Judovics , x2035 
Jeanne Crowe, Accounting Office, LMH, 
x2253, or Jan Lenic, x2202 
Lori Haisma, School of Communications, 
LSH, x3668, or Val Frank, x2113 
Stephanie Schuler, Seidman School of Busi-
ness, LHH, x2158, or Thelma Cathey, x2535 
Leslie Moore, PAC, x3484 
Pam Tober, Alexander Calder Art Center, 
x3486, or custodian, or Barb Farah, x3486 
Pam Kellogg, Dean's Office, ASH, x2291, or 
Susan Guinnup, x2291 
Sharon Mills , Counseling, STU, x3311 
Pat (PJ) White, Admissions, STU, x2025 
Andrea Marks, Admissions, STU, x2025 
Pat McComb, Housing, STU, x2120 
Pat Bethke, Dean of Students, STU, x3585 
Dave Chapman, Academic Computing, HRY, 
1st floor, x2117, or lab assistant, x3290 
Norene Hendricks, Kirkhof School of 
Nursing, HRY, 2nd floor, x3558 
Cindy Zehner, Physical Therapy, HRY, 3rd 
floor, x2682, or Esther Ricco, x3356 
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Terri Willis, Meadows Golf Course, 
895-1005, or Beth Neumeier/Jim Gleason, 
ARAMARK, 895-1010, 895-1020 
Cheryl Fischer, Customer Service, SER, 
x3000, or Mary Greene, x3836 
Andy Beachnau, Housing, STU, x2120, or 
Janet Walls, x2120 
Betty Schaner, Handicapped Services, x3588, 
or Suzanne Norman, x3780 
Robinson Moves to Arts & 
Humanities Division 
Janet Robinson has accepted a position in 
the Arts and Humanities Division as under-
graduate student 
services and 
records coordina-
tor. Robinson 
came to Grand 
Valley in 1986 
and has worked 
in the Records 
Office as an 
auditor and as 
assistant registrar. 
In 1995 
Robinson earned 
a master's degree in Public Administration 
from GVSU, specializing in public manage-
ment. In her new role for Arts and Humani-
ties, she will have primaty responsibilities of 
serving as a resource person for teacher 
certification students in Arts and Humanities 
as well as evaluating previous academic 
work of post-baccalaureate students and 
transfer students seeking certification. She 
will also serve as a liaison with the School 
of Education, coordinating interchanges. 
Professor's Book Recounts 
Personal Experience 
In Armenia 
Jerry Johnson has advice for anyone 
planning to cross borders . The assistant 
professor of Social Work is the author of a 
new book based on his experience as a 
community development consultant in 
Armenia from 1995-97. Crossing Borders -
Confronting History: Intercultu ral Adjust-
ment in a Post-Cold War World describes 
Johnson's struggle to adjust to life in 
Armenia in the wake of the Soviet Union's 
collapse. 
continued on page 3 
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"I use my personal journals as the 
main body of this book to tell two 
stories," Johnson says. "The first 
recounts 
how 
Armeni-
ans had 
to live 
without 
heat, light 
and with 
little food 
for years 
because 
of social, 
political , economic and natural disasters. 
The second story is about how I 
adjusted to Armenian culture after a 
lifetime of living and learning in the 
United States." 
Johnson wrote the book as a model 
for intercultural adjustment to make 
transition to a foreign culture easier for 
other travelers. He also takes a critical 
look at how American organizations and 
individuals can disrespect other cultures. 
Coming Events 
Artist Faculty Series 
Presents Pianist 
Music faculty member Stephanie 
Weaver will present a piano concert on 
Thursday, 
March 30, 
at 8 p.m. in 
the Recital 
Hall in the 
Performing 
Arts Center, 
as part of 
GVSU's 
Artist 
Faculty 
Series. The 
concert will 
feature 
works by Albeniz, Poulenc, Beethoven, 
and Liszt. 
Students Thank DeVos 
At President's Ball 
Richard M. DeVos, one of GVSU's 
strongest supporters, will be honored by 
The book was published in Decem-
ber by University Press of America. It is 
available through Amazon.com and 
local bookstores. 
GVSU Takes Part 
In National Teleconference 
GVSU will be a venue for two 
broadcasts from a national teleconfer-
ence being held at the University of 
Minnesota on shaping a national agenda 
for women in higher education this 
week. One of the conference presenters 
will be Mary Seeger, dean of Academic 
Resources and Special Programs, who 
will share the process and results of the 
GVSU climate study. 
On Monday, March 27, from 
1-3 p.m. , keynote speaker Johnetta 
Cole, former president of Spellman 
College and current professor of 
Women's Studies at Emory University, 
will speak on "Women's Voices: Imagin-
ing Ourselves into the 21st Century." 
On Wednesday, March 29, from 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. , a panel discussion on 
the Student Senate during the annual 
President's Ball on Friday, March 31. 
"It is a way to thank him for what he 
has done for this university," says 
Rachel Maris, executive vice-president 
of Student Senate. "He has always been 
willing to lend a helping hand." 
The President's Ball is a dinner 
dance put on annually for the GVSU 
community in honor of President Arend 
D. Lubbers and the president of Student 
Senate. This year the ball is being held 
at the Welsh Auditorium. 
"Richard DeVos has been a long-time 
friend of the students of Grand Valley," 
says Lubbers. "I remember when he 
was a Board of Control member his 
major concern was the interest and 
welfare of the students. He has given 
the university financial support but he 
has also given time, concern, and 
interest to students." 
DeVos began his affiliation with the 
university in the 1960s when he came 
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"Women's Solutions: Setting a National 
Agenda for the 21st Century" will be 
moderated by Caryn McTighe Musil, 
director of the Program on the Status 
and Education of Women at the Ameri-
can Association of Colleges and Univer-
sities. 
Locally sponsored by the Women's 
Commission and the Pew Faculty 
Teaching and Learning Center, the 
Monday teleconference will be followed 
by a caucus meeting at the Kirkhof 
Center in Cabins A, B, and C. Both 
presentations are free and open to the 
public. Call Cindy Dorman, x3498, for 
more information. 
Lanthorn Faculty Advisor 
Needed 
The Newspaper Advisory Board is 
seeking applicants for the position of 
faculty advisor to the Lanthorn student 
newspaper. Application deadline is 
Wednesday, April 5. Interested individu-
als can contact Bob Stoll, director of 
Student Life, for more information. 
into the classrooms and lecture halls to 
share his knowledge with students. 
Speaker to Discuss 
Importance of Campus 
Women's Center 
Arlene Frank, the Women's Center 
program coordinator at Oakland 
Community College, will speak about 
developing and maintaining a Women's 
Center at Grand Valley at 12 noon on 
Tuesday, April 4, in Cabins D, E, and F 
in the Kirkhof Center. The student 
special interest group F.O.R.G.E. (Focus 
On Rethinking Gender and Education) 
is sponsoring the event. 
Those attending are invited to bring 
a lunch. Punch and cookies will be 
served. 
Reading Scheduled 
For April 4 
Visiting Professor Kwadwo Opoku-
Agyemang, from the University of Cape 
continued on page 4 
Calendar of Events 
General Events 
All activities on Allendale Campus unless otherwise noted. 
Arts hotline: (616) 895-ARTS. 
Mon., Feb. 28-Wed., Mar. 29 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon-Fri. , 10 a.m.-7 p .m. Thurs.: Art Exhibit, 
visiting artist Carolyn Ottmers. Art Gallery, PAC. 
Mon. , Mar. 27 
12 noon: Guest Artist Series. Ensemble Montage. Pierrot 
Lunaire, by Arnold Schoenberg. Recital Hall, PAC. 
1 p.m.: "Women's Voices: Imagining Ourselves into the 21st 
Centuty." Keynote speaker, Johnetta Cole. 201 EC & 
Grand River Room, KC (via satellite). 
Appt. Only: St. Ma1y's Mobile Mammography Unit. Lot F, 
Allendale Campus. Call 1-800-639-6266 to register. 
Tues., Mar. 28 
4:30 p .m.: Campus Wellness instructional clinics, "Scuba 
Diving." Pool, FH. Call x3659 to register. 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series. Cellist Peter Rejto and pianist 
Michele Cooker. CDC. 
Wed., Mar. 29 
8-11:45 a.m.: Seidman School of Business, Comerica Bank, 
Gentex Corporation and IRN, Inc. present "Supplying the 
Auto Industty-A Look at the Challenges and Opportuni-
ties that Face Auto Suppliers." EC. Call x6664 for more 
information. 
10:45 a.m.-1 p.m.: Panel discussion. "Women's Solutions: 
Setting a National Agenda for the 21st Centuty." 201 EC 
& Muskegon River Room, KC (via satellite). 
1:30-2:30 p.m.: Student Employee Training Session. Room 
411, EC. Call x2215 to sign up. 
4 p.m.: United States Poet Laureate Robert Pinsky will give a 
poetry reading. CDC. For more information call Patricia 
Clark at x2110. 
4 p.m.: Career Planning & Counseling Center Seminar, 
"Insomnia ," with Britt Miller. 204 STU. Call x3266 for 
more information. 
Thurs., Mar. 30 
10 a.m. & 7:30 p .m.: "The Importance of Being Earnest," by 
Oscar Wilde. LAT, PAC. Tickets: adults $7; special 
populations $6; all students $5; K-12 $2. For reservations 
call x2300. 
11:45 a.m.: Special convocation honoring Helen Thomas, 
presented by the School of Communications. Reception 
prior to convocation ceremony in the CDC Lounge. 
12 noon: Women and Gender Studies Program. "Alternative 
Nutritional Therapies or Alternative Medicine." Muskegon 
River Room, KC. 
2:30 p.m.: Latin American Studies Program sponsors, "Return 
to Guatemala." 154 LSH. Call x2325 for more information. 
8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Concert. Stephanie Weaver, piano. 
Recital Hall, PAC. 
Fri. , Mar. 31 
4 p.m.: Career Planning & Counseling Center Seminar, 
"Students Returning from Study Abroad," with Heidi 
Kaltenbacher. 204 STU. Call x3266 for more information. 
6 p.m.: President's Ball. Welsh Auditorium. Call x2345 for 
tickets. 
7:30 p.m.: "The Importance of Being Earnest," by Oscar 
Wilde. LAT, PAC. See above for ticket information. 
Sat. ,Apr. 1 
2 p.m.: Music Department Concert. Small Ensembles. The 
GVSU Chamber Orchestra, with Hyunsai Lee, conductor. 
Vocal chamber music by the Madrigal Ensemble with 
Ellen Pool. GVSU Cello Ensemble, conducted by Lee 
Copenhaver. CDC. 
7:30 p.m.: "The Importance of Being Earnest," by Oscar 
Wilde. LAT, PAC. See above for ticket information. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800. Game times subject to 
change. 
Sun., Mar 26-Mon., Mar. 27 
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All Day: Men's Golf. NCAA District IV Spring Tournament at 
Lexington, KY. 
Mon., Mar. 27 
3 p.m.: Softball at Oakland University. Rochester. 
Wed., Mar. 29 
1 p .m.: Baseball. University of Indianapolis at GVSU. 
2 p.m.: Men's Tennis at Northwood University. Midland. 
Thurs., Mar. 30 
2 p.m.: Baseball at Michigan State University. East Lansing. 
Fri., Mar. 31 
3:30 p.m.: Men's Tennis at Alma College. Alma. 
Sat.,Apr. 1 
11 a.m.: Track & Field at Aquinas College. Houseman Field, 
Grand Rapids . 
11 a.m.: Men's Tennis at Hillsdale College. Hillsdale . 
12 noon: Baseball at Westminster College. New Wilmington, PA. 
1 p.m.: Softball. Lake Superior State University at GVSU. 
Sat.,Apr. I-Sun.Apr. , 2 
All Day: Women's Golf. Home Tournament at GVSU. 
Sun.,Apr. 2 
1 p .m.: Baseball at Westminster College. New Wilminton, PA. 
1 p.m.: Softball. Saginaw Valley State University at GVSU. 
Coming Events 
continued from page 3 
Coast in Ghana , will give a reading of his poems and 
stories on Tuesday, April 4, at 4 p.m. in Loutit Lecture Hall , 
Room 102. 
Opoku-Agyemang, a Fulbright scholar, has taught 
African, Caribbean, African-American, and British literature 
at the University of Cape Coast since 1986. The English 
Department is sponsoring the reading. 
